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OLC #78-3292/1 ps 
20 November 1978 he 
MEMORANDUM FOR: Leslie C. Dirks 


Deputy Director for Science and Technology 


ssistant Legislative Counsel 


SUBJECT: National Climate Program Act 


25X1 1. Action Requested: None; for your information. 
2. 


25X11 Background: On 31 October 1978, President Carter 
Signed into law the National Climate Program Act (P.L. 95-367 - 
copy attached). 


25X11 The Act, which commits the Nation to a program 
designed fo improve the Government's understanding of climatic 
changes, will be implemented under the direction of the 
Secretary of Commerce with the assistance of policy officers 
from designated Federal agencies. Those Departments and 
agencies as designated in Sec. 5(b) (2) of the Act. - Departments 
of Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Energy, Interior, State and 
Transportation; Environmental Protection Agency, the National 
‘Aeronautics and Space Administration, the Council on Environmental 
Quality, the National Science Foundation and the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy - shall participate in the program through 
the newly created National Climate Program Office within the - 
Department of Commerce, 


25X1 Pall Inasmuch as the Act institutes a National Climate 
Program an ereby calls for domestic data gathering and 
research, it is unlikely that CIA or other elements of the 
Intelligence Community will be initially called. upon to partici- 
pate in the program. 


25X1 a) is, however, possible that the methodology utilized 
in CIA's limited research on Eurasian Climatic Forecasting 
conducted under the auspices of the DDS§T, might be of some 
value to the Secretary. This information, being largely unclassi- 
fied, may at some time be requested by and should, insofar as 
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October 31, 1978 . . 
| OLC #73- 3.29.2 | 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE cent 


HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 


I have just signed into law the National. Climate Program 
Act (P.L. 95-367). I am pleased to commit the Nation to 
this Program of improving our understanding of climatic . 
changes, both natural and man-induced. — 


Much of the responsibility for implementing this Act 
falls on the Secretary of Commerce. In addition to those 
responsibilities specifically assigned to the Secretary 
of.Commerce in the Act, I shall also expect’ the Depart~ - 
ment of Commerce to prepare the preliminary and final 

. 5-year plans and the biennial revisions identified in 
See. 5(d)(9). Working closely with all other involved 
agencies, including but not limited to those identified 
in Sec. 5(b)(2), the Secretary of Commerce will define, 
as an integral part of the plans, the role of each agency 
in carrying out the Progran. The plans shall reflect the 
Administration's ongoing and proposed climate program | 
@fforts and will be promulgated by me after appropriate 
review in the Executive Office of the President. 


Each involved Department and Agency will assign a policy 
officer to work with the ecrevary of Commerce or her . 
designee to assure that the goals, objectives, assignments 

of responsibilities, and allocations of resources, detailed 

in the plans, are consistent with the mission responsibilities 
of each Department and Agency. If any issue arises where a 
consensus of views cannot be reactied among these officers, 

the matter shall be brought to the attention of the Director, 
Office of Management and Budget, and the Director, Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, for resolution. 


fhe Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
will maintain cognizance, for me, of the status of Program 


coordination and recommend from time to time any program 
and procedural changes deemed necessary. 


| “inte, the 
<CAhon bee, ba LE. 
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